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SCHOOL COMMISSIONER'S SALARY

There 15 no more important office in the State of Michigan |
than that of Commissioner of Schools and no officer is so ridicu-
lously underpaid. The service rendered to the public by a con-
scientious Commissioner of Schools can scarcely be
because it deals with the vital thingsg in the lives of future
and women of America.

In Gratioft county there are 176 schools outside of the City of
Alma, Ithaca, and St. Louis. The work of all these must be super
vised and in addition to that the rooms of the city and  village
schools must
rooms to be inspected,

Commissioner Potter is one of the ablest Commissioners in
the state and rendering invaluable service vel his salary is only
$1500 per vear, much less than many of the teachers are drawing,
who have only the responzibility o1 one room.

The rural schools are entitled to the best possible supervision
and Gratiot county i1s amply able to put Mre, Potter on a par with
other professional men and pay a reasonable compensation for the
very valuable service he is rendering.

Read the duties of the school commissioner as preseribed by
law, and then decide if he is not holding the most important office
in Gratiot county, measured by both requirements and finished
product :

"T-l }‘;o\a-:' t he ]In:ll'il l!f
school examiners and to sign all certificates and other papers and
reports issued by the bomrd, and to keep a record of all meetings |

a repord of gll evaminations held by

of the board of examiners and of all hearings for the suspension| and the nun he

or revocation of any teacher’s certificate;

“To receive the institute fee provided by law and to pay the |
same to the county treasurer quarterly, beginning September
thirtieth in each year;

“To keep a record of all certificates granted. suspended, re-
voked or transferred by the said board or commissioner, showing
to whom issued, together with the date, grade, duration of each
certificate, and, if suspended or revoked, with the date and the

“To furnish, previous to the third Monday in July in each
veur, to the township elerk of each township in the county. and to
sach of the officers of every school district in the county, a list of
all persons legally authorized to teach in the county at large dur-
ing the preceding school yvear, and in such township, with the date
and term of each certificate, and it any have been suspended or
revoked, the date of such suspension or revocation

“To vigit each of the schools of the counly at least vnee In
each vear and to examine carefully the 'ii.\{'i}-ilill'. the mode of in
struction, the text books used, the apparatus belonging to th
school, the library, the progress and the proficiency of the pupils,
the skill and efficiency of the teacher, the condition of the schoo
property. and whethe) at school is in compliance
with law, and to make a carvetul record ol these items and report
the same to the director of each districet:

“To counsel with the teachers and school bhoards as
course of study to be adopted and pursued, and as to any improve.
ment in the discipline, instruction and management of the school,
and he may examine and audit the books and the records of any
school distriet at any time when directed to do 20 by the sUperin-
tendent of public instruction or by application of any school board

“To promote by such means as he or she may devise, the -
provement of the schools in the county, and the eleviation of the
character and qualifications of the teachers and officers thereot,
and assistant conduetor of institutes appointed by the su-
perintendent , and perform such other duties
pertaining thereto as suid superintendent shall require ;

“T'o receive the duplicate annual reports of the several town-

the attendance

o the

act as

public mstruction

ship clerks, examine into the corréciness ol the =ame, requiring
them to be amended when necessal’y, o nduorse his or hes APProva
upon them, and immediately thereaiter, and before the Nfteenth
day of September in each yvear, tranmit to the uperintendent of
Ifulii]i- SUHITR8TR] LM | HYL eponrt ind file the other
in the office ot the county -!l‘!l-;

“Ta be =ubject to such instroction and rules the superin
endent of public instruetion may prescribe, to receive all blanks
and communications that may be sent to him or he by the supey
intends 1 uke o reporis the close of the school
cear 1o the superintendent of public instruetion ot his or he
official Inbors, and of the schools s The of toether with such
other information as may be required.”
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THE PRIMARY ELECTION
Monday, April Sth, Primary Election Day.

0l '-rl:]}"t"[.'lluf.ﬁ' ) eVeErvone |F!':I‘I'"‘I'Tl'l|. in American l!|'l.'.r'|‘:~-|ll|l
It has become & matter of habit with a great many people 1o

Consequent)

ignore the primary election, and that habit is not & sign of the
best izenship.
Primary day, as & matter of fact, is usually more important

ause in most case the nomination s equivit
lent to the It is highly important that the right kind of
men be nominated for important offices, and that places the re
spongibility squarely up to the individual voter.

At the April election we are to express our preference tor a
President of the United States, and if the choosing ol a President
then we have no business of im-

vhan election day, be
election

¢ not important budiness jor us
portance,

The President of the United States s clothed with more
power and has more responsibility than almost any u!ln-l" chief
vuler in the world. His attitude toward both home and foreign
affairs can make or break the peace and happiness of the country
He is commander-in-chiet of the arms

to a very large degree, mn .
and navy. He has the choosing of his own cabinet of official ad-
visors. He directs the appointment of important commitlees.

He holds the veto power He shapes both foreign and domestic

policies,

makes it important that we should choose the right man and that
choosing starts back in the primaries. There is a great tendene)
to sit back and eriticise. President Wilson has been severely
eriticised and the criticism 1= still going on. Some of it may be
iustified. but some of it is also unjustified, and much of the criti-
cism comes from people who did not congider it worth while to go
to the primaries and vote. -

American citizenship carries with it a personal responsibility
and duty and none of us have a right to kick very much about the
way p'.lillit' affairs are conducted if we fail to do our part. It is
unquestionably true that our officials would be more t-Ihvl_--u! and
more particular about doing things economically if they felt that
the people, as a whole. would promptly replace them if they failed
to make good or be honest,

There never was a time in the history of the !
when the choosing of a President was more important that right
Our allairs are ni & more o less « haotic state on account ol
the war. There is great industrial unrest, The cost of living has
become 4 burden. Taxation is excessive and all business un-fn_thlt-.
It is out of the question for us to continue under these conditions.
There must be a readjustment, and that will take place \-:'lihm the
next yvear. We cannot escape our responsibility in this matter
and next Monday every man and woman in Alma, who i# eligible
to vote should exercise the highest
by casting a vote at the primary election,
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COULDN'T FACE THE UNKNOWN
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Oh! Girls—have you seen our new

Paul Jones IMiddies

We have just opened our new Spring Ship-
ment, We have them in a wide range of
styles and colors; some with emblems and
some plainer styles. Of course these PAUL

JONES MIDDIES are fast colors.

T he Gaffney Style Shop

WOOD C(KREATED BIG
IMPRESSION HERE
{Continued from page one)
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